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AN_OUTSTANDING SOVIET ARMAMEWTS DESI(NNR

V. Lyutyy

Vasiliy Alekseysvich Degtyarev, outstanding Soviet inventor apd armg
designer, was born in Tule in 1830. Hio family were armorers, anl when
he was 11 years 01d he went to work In the Tula Arnaments Plant.

Called into military gservice: in 1901, he was assigned to the
Officers” R4fls School in Oranionbawn; he later served as a wachinist at
the firing rangs, whers many types of arms, pariicularly foreign mekes,
vere tested. There he met Viadimir LGkdgaY ysvich Fedorov, then a Guarda
Captain, vho was making n nev sutomatic veapon, and wae agsigned to Yedorov
a8 a2 gunamith, In 1§06, Degtynrev was sent to the Sestroretskiy Armaments
Plant to produce Fedorov's automativ-wespon. F. V. Tokaiev, the woli-
known Rugsian inventor, workXsd with them on the moject. The Soviat
automatic rifle was completed in 1916,

Degtyarev learned much about foreign ams during the Intervention
and October Revolution and decided to create = eizple, lightweight, slle
Purpose mwachine gun. BHe worked for % years on the exporissntal model,and
in the fail of 1926, the new weapon vas tested against Dreyse and Marim
submachine guoe which had boen constructied ank iaproved by Tokanees
Deg*yarev's wnohine gua, the DP (Degtyarev infantry), vas Yar supertor
to the German and Fronch models.

Tagiyarev deaigned MOy only the DP, but later {mduced other variations
of his mackine gun, inglading the DA (Degtyarev avia lon), and 1n 1929,

the DT (Degtyorev tank), Later, he designed the DK (Degtyarev large
caliter), and amother heavy machine aun vith G. S. Shpagin in 1938, the
12.7-m111imeter-DShK. The PED (Degtyarev machins Pistol) pleyed an imporiant
rols in Worid War IT. In 1941, Degtyarer completed the “PTRD-41 /Degtysrev
anti{tenk rifie).

- As a result of hic service, Degtyarev vac made a permenent deputy to
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, vas avarded the title of Hero cf Socialist
Labor and the academic degree of Doctor of Technical Soiences in 1940, and lateyr
received a Stalin prize for his inventions.
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